MEDJOUL DATES FOR RAMADAN

Dear Sir/Madam 

With the approach of Ramadan many people will be stocking up on dates for their fast –breaking. We know that medjoul dates are very popular, and we are writing to you with information about where many of these dates are produced  in the hope that  you will not6 stock or sell dates labelled ‘Produce of Israel’ or ‘West Bank’

Medjoul dates which are labelled ‘Produce of Israel’ are actually grown in the Jordan Valley  area of the Occupied West Bank of Palestine. When members of our group visited the Jordan Valley last year, they went into the packing house of one of the many illegal Israeli settlement farms in the Jordan Valley. There they saw medjoul dates being packed for the UK market – some were being packed for supermarkets, others were packed in boxes marked ‘Jordan River dates – produce of Israel.’ 

Recently, some supermarkets have been labelling these dates ‘West Bank’ – this suggests that they are produced by Palestinian farmers, but this is not the case.

Of course, these dates are not produce of Israel at all; the settlements that produce them are illegal under international law, they are built on land confiscated from Palestinian villages and farms and the produce is irrigated by water stolen from the Palestinians and diverted to settlements. By marketing these dates falsely as Israeli produce the settlement farmers get special tax deductions on importing them  into the UK.

ITN, The Obsever and More 4 have publicised these practices.

We are asking you not to stock or sell  any medjoul dates labelled ‘Produce of Israel’ or ‘West Bank’.

If people  buy these dates from Israeli settlements they will be directly contributing to the suffering and economic hardship of the Palestinian people, and we urge you not to take part in this trade. We are sure that now  the issue is fully explained  you will agree as an act of solidarity with the Palestinian people not to buy or sell this produce.

Medjoul dates from other countries are widely available – and indeed the Zaytoun agricultural cooperative imports medjoul dates from Palestinian farmers in the Jordan Valley (see www.zaytoun.org)

